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Ah, spring!  It is absolutely my favorite time of year.  Unlike leaf mold in 
the fall, the spring pollen allergens do not bother me, and Iõm outside as 
much as possible.  Green is everywhere with tender little shoots poking 
their heads out of the ground, and thereõs a hint of warmth in the air.   
 

Spring also means itõs time to gear up for our RCMGA plant sale at the 
Clemson Sparkleberry Fair Weekend, which will be held this year on 
April 30.  The plant sale is one of the few projects in which we need our 
total associationõs participation.  From washing pots to mixing soil or 

selling garden treasures, there is much to do for our yearly primary fundraiser.   
 

One way we need your help is to provide plants or cash donations to help with our expenses.  We 
generally receive plant donations from about 25% of our membership and we are looking to signifi-
cantly increase this percentage.  We would love your divided plants or bulbs and herbs, or even  
vegetables started from seed.  Hostas are particularly fast sellers.  If you are physically unable to dig 
up some offerings, please let Teresa Brown know, and someone on the committee will dig them for 
you.   
 

In my first year as an intern with RCMGA, I made the mistake of bringing my plants on sale date.  
While our label identification master, Crystal Masterson was gracious in her response, I could tell this 
was not a good idea.  Please bring your plants to our April 5 membership meeting (which will be a 
treat with Linda Hughes sharing her propagation knowledge) or to one of our receiving days.  There 
is a Saturday drop-off day planned for those not available during the week. 
 

This year, we are also going to be providing education to the public, our primary objective as Master 
Gardeners.  We plan to offer several demonstrations throughout the day, including rain barrel and 
composting information.   
 

I hope you will join us in making this the most successful sale and education day ever!  We need your 
participation to make it happen.  If everyone pitches in, it will be an easier and more productive 
event for us all!   
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Iõve changed up the order a little bit in this issue to put our annual Plant Sale and Community 
Education Day information front and center.  The plant sale committee is 
asking all members to print copies of the flyer and take them to your house 
of worship, give to your friends, ask businesses you frequent to post the flyer 
and other appropriate places.  Check out the calendar on page 6 that details 
all of the plant sale work days.  I know Gina Brinson is still looking for 
volunteers! 
 

I asked you to send me pictures of your garden art.  What a great response I 
received.  I really enjoyed not only looking at the art but even more, I loved 
reading the captions!  Be sure to browse the gallery of eclectic garden art of our Richland 
County Master Gardeners. 
 

This issueõs feature articles highlight gardens in Columbia.  Annemarie Mathews has written a 
wonderful piece on the environmental education program at Heathwood Hall Episcopal 
School where all students from pre-school to seniors in high school are involved in garden 

activities.  Sarah Stafford, one of our interns (look for her picture on page 21), details the garden 
initiatives at the USC Presidentõs House lead by First Lady Ms. Patricia Moore-Pastides.  And, 
Karen McAbee walked the Arboretum Loop Path one cold day to experience the beauty of the 
Belser Arboretum.  She details the walk vividly in her article! 
 

I hope to see many of you at the Plant Sale and Community Education Day on April 30! 
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April 5  

Monthly Meeting, Propagating by Linda Hughes, Clemson Greenhouse,11:30 am 
 

April 30  

Plant Sale and Community Education Day, Sparkleberry Country Fair, 9:00 amñ5:00 pm 
 

May 2 

Annual Meeting, Pruning Azaleas in Southern Gardens by Joel Gillespie,  

St. Johnõs Episcopal Church, 6:30 pm (hospitality time at 6:00 pm) 
 

June 7 

Gala, The Lake House, 6:30 pm (hospitality time at 6:00 pm) 



Richland County Master Gardeners on hand to help you 

select your plants and answer your gardening questions!  

Plant Sale  
&  

Community Education Day  
 

Saturday, April 30  

9:00am - 5:00pm  
 

The White Cottage  

at the Sparkleberry Country Fair  
 

Sandhill Research & Education Center  

900 Clemson Road  

Across from the Village at Sandhill  
 

$5.00 parking fee to enter Sparkleberry Country Fair  

 

Passalong Plants*Herbs*Annuals*Trees*Perennials*Shrubs  

*Ornamental Grasses, and Native Plants  
 

Garden Treasures include Pots*Planters*Garden Art & More  
 

SPECIAL DESIGNATED AREAS WITH PLANTS THAT ATTRACT  

BIRDS, BUTTERFLIES, AND BEES! 
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The 2016 Plant Sale and Community Education Day is Saturday, April 30 from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm at the 
Sparkleberry Fair, 900 Clemson Road, Columbia, SC near the Village of Sandhills.  The theme of the plant 
sale is plants that attract birds, bees, and butterflies. 

 

A beautiful garden needs bees, birds, and butterflies.  As poets have pointed out, bees are the soothing 
sound of serenity in a garden, birds provide a beautiful symphony of song, butterflies are òflying flowersó 
and flowers are the tethered butterflies.ó  So it is worthwhile to make our gardens inviting to the wondrous 
beings of nature. 
 

Every garden needs pollinators and bees are the best.  Without them, there would be fewer 
fruits and vegetables and limited flowers.  Bees are basically looking for nectar, which is  
loaded with sugar and their main source of energy.  Bees also want pollen, which provides the  
balanced diet of proteins and fats that is important to their major mission of having a healthy 
and productive hive.  So to invite bees to your garden, keep in mind the guidelines of using 
native plants and not using pesticides.  Choose different colors and shapes of flowers.   

Diversify plants for flowering all year long.  Plant in clumps, and remember bees prefer the sun to shade 
and also need perfection from the wind. 
 

Birds, which provide beauty and song to the garden, basically look for food, a home, and security.  Birds 
can make their own natural nests, provided there are bushes and other dense cover.  Make 
birds feel at home and reduce the opportunities for predators to prey on them.  Native plants 
are attractive food sources for birds, as are feeders filled with high energy bird seed.  By 
providing a variety of food sources, positioning feeders carefully and encouraging nesting, you 
will attract  many different species and enjoy endless hours of joy with birds in your garden. 
 

And lastly, it is obvious butterflies and flowers were made for each other.  In attracting butterflies to 
your garden, it is important to understand what they want most out of life is nectar.  A butter-
flyõs wish list also includes sunny open spaces, shelter from the wind, and fresh water.  
They also look for host plants to lay their eggs.  Once the eggs hatch, host plants will serve 
as food for the developing caterpillars.  As the poet R. H. Heinlein said, òButterflies are self-
propelled flowers.ó 

 

It is important to keep these thoughts in mind as we approach springtime.  The plant sale committee is 
preparing for the annual Plant Sale and Community Education Day on April 30 at the Sparkleberry Coun-
try Fair, with our focus on Birds, Bees, and Butterflies.  We hope our enthusiasm and excitement will be conta-
gious to you as we look forward to April 30. 
 

Donna Love 

The glory of gardening: hands in the dirt, head in the sun, heart with 
nature.  To nurture a garden is to feed not just the body, but the soul.                                                                                       
          ñAlfred Austin  
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Plant Sale Volunteer Opportunities Abound! 

It's warming up.  Daffodils are smiling, quince is perfuming the air, and azaleas are beginning to show their 
colors. This means the time for the Plant Sale is getting closer.  Thanks to all of you who have committed to 
help through our online sign-up process. 

We still need help on the Set-up Day on April 29, and on the Sale Day, April 30, especially for cashiers and 
Garden Treasures.    

The Greenhouse Clean-up Day had to be changed due to impending work at the facility, to April 5, from 
9:00 am to 1:00 pm.    

So please go online and click here to volunteer and join in the fun! 

Gina Brinson 

Under the Garden Treasures Tent Sale 
 
So many great items have been donated this year!  We 
have garden art, tools, wheel barrels, lawn mower, terra 
cotta pots, baskets, and iron work which will be sold at 
the Plant Sale on April 30.   
 
You can deliver any treasures to the Greenhouse on  
Potting Day, April 5 (10:30 am - 2:30 pm) and on  
Receiving Day, April 9 (10:00 am - 2:00 pm).  Or,  
you can arrange a pick-up by calling Joan(331-2018) or 
Sharon(960-8356).  We will happily accept donations 
through April 16.  
 
Thanks from your Garden Treasures Chairs.    
 
Sharon Baughman & Joan Edwards     

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1hSOq7S8tz2XZ5-1UAdV3M54WoHFJy8o693KW3XUyBBE/viewform
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Apr i l  2016  

Membership  

Meeting  

11:30 am  

Potting  

Day  
12:30 pm - 2:30 pm  

Receiving  

Day  
10 am - 2 pm  

Receiving  

Day  
9 am - 1 pm  

Receiving  

Day  
1 pm - 4 pm  

Setup 

Day  
9 am - 12 pm  

& 

1 pm - 4 pm  

Sale Day  
8:30 am - 12 pm  

12:30 pm - 5 pm  

Cleanup  
4:30  pm - 6 pm  

Greenhouse  

Workday  
10 am - 12:00 pm  
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O  ne of my favorite pieces of garden art is my cute 

fish who hangs from a Japanese red maple in my 

entrance courtyard by my fish pond. 

Becki Trickey  

Garden art can come in many forms and mediums.  It can be used for many different reasons...to express 
individuality, to maintain connections to family, and to create a space for reflection in oneõs garden.  
Many times it can spark conversation with visitors to your garden.  For some gardeners, garden art adds 
sculpture to our living landscape.  Or garden art might just delight us as it peeks our from among our 
leaves and blooms.  Browse the gallery of the eclectic garden art of our fellow Master Gardeners! 

A   picture of my off the wall collection of head planters.  My  

 family thinks itõs a weird addiction, but I love them! 

Louie Carter  

H  ere's Ralph. I "adopted" Ralph 

15 years ago when I first started 

gardening at my present home.  I have 

prettier and more expensive garden 

"art", and a multitude of cat statutes 

and such, but Ralph is one of my favor-

ites and will be a permanent fixture in 

my garden until he crumbles into the 

soil.  He's one of a kind.  Maybe that's 

why I brought him home because I was 

afraid nobody else would want him.   

Crystal Masterson  

Continued on page 8 


